THE WOMEN'S CONFERENCES                  t

fore. There had been great change in the course of the last year or two. The British
public had understood what India was aspiring for. When Mr. Gandhi went to
England, an enormous amount of interest was evinced in India. As a Lancashire
woman, she could say that Lancashire had abiding interest and deep sympathy for
India.

Mrs. Ashlyy who brought a message from the International Women's Organisation
said that the time had come when they should consider their problems seriously. It
needed the sternest self-discipline and the staunchest loyalty to success in their cause.

Sjt. Jairamdas Daulatram, Congress Secretary, was then requested to address the
Conference. He said that -women were still suffering from inferiority complex. While
exhorting Indian women not to copy the West, but evolve along Indian's own way, he
struck a note of warning that women were now being asked to get back to kitchen
in Italy and Germany. India should stick to ner own traditions and evolve out
of her own genius. He appealed to women to help Mr. Gandhi's new programme
of village reconstruction which was really a women's problem.

Mrs, NaidUj proposing vote of thanks, asserted that women were not suffering
from inferiority complex. They stood for the country, not for one sect or another.

Messages of Goodwill

Messages were received, amongst others from the Six Point Group of London, Si
Joan's Social and Political Alliance of Loodon, the open Door International for the
Economic Emancipation of Women Workers, with branches all over the world
and headquarters at London, the Disarmament Committee of the Women's Interna-
tional Organisation at Geneva, the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene,
Lendon, the International Alliance of Women for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship
London, the World's Young Women's Christian Association, Geneva, the Interna-
tional Council of Women and the Associated Country Women of the World,
London, and the Merthyr (South Wales) Women's Fellowship.

In addition   to the number of   messages  of congratulation from abroad, the Con-

ference also received   several messages   from distinguished Indians, noteable   among

them being one from   Mahatma   Gandhi,   written   on thick hand-made brown India

perchment paper and in which   he stated:   "I do hope your meeting in Karachi will

be a great   success and the   sisters   assembled there   will rise  above, petty quarrels

of men, by setting an example of   refusing to divide themselves into various groups.

Surely, religions are nob made to   set up quarrels among ourselves. I hope -too, that

this meeting will give full   support   to the activities of the newly formed Village In-

dustries Assocation. It   is essentially   women's   work. Let it not be said of city wo-

men that they cared not for their millions of sisters, in the seven lakhs of villages,"

Other messages were from the President, Women's Indian Association, Madras,
tlie Rani of Sangli, Mrs Hakim of Delhi, Begum Shah Nawaz of Lahore, Lady
Ntlkanth of Ahmedabad, Mrs. Hansa Metha of Bombay, Mrs. P. K. Sen, Mrs.
Brijlal Nehru and Mrs. Manecklal Premchand now at Paris, and others.

Mrs, Ashby, in her speech at the Conference, extended an invitation to Indian
women to send a strong delegation to the next International Women's Conference.
She described 1934 as the year in which their women's movement had achieved two
triumphs, one in Brazil and the other in Turkey, where women had been granted
complete political equality. She looked forward to the year 1935, which would
see an enormous number of Indian women wielding great power, as the result of
the new reforms. She urged the spirit of co-operation among all for the common
good of the world.

British Women's Message!

Dr. Maude Hoyden and Mrs. Corbet Ashby, who had come specially on invita-
tion to attend the All-India Women's Conference, brought special messages of
British women to Indian women.

Mrs. Askby had a message signed by 26 representative associations, which say*
that British women send greetings to their Indian sisters of the All-India Women'*
Conference. They desire to express their sympathy and admiration for the
work Indian women are doing for the social and economic reform and to give thfl
assurance that they will support them in their gallant fight for a greater measure of
Baffrage and eligibility. The signatories included Dorothy Halifax, wife of Lord
Halifax, ex- viceroy of India. The associations comprised the Association of Head-